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n 1967 P-O Leine and Henrik 
Linde founded Leine & Linde.

At the outset the work-
force consisted solely of the 
two partners.

Today, 40 years later, 
Leine & Linde has 110 employees.

In 40 years Leine & Linde has 
developed into a global com-
pany, selling encoders to 164 
different countries and with a 
2006 turnover of € 19 million.

To be prepared for the future 
Leine & Linde has built an 
ultramodern production facility 
which will be in operation after 

the inauguration in June.
The company now has a 

total surface area of 3 530 m2 
at Strängnäs.

An important part of the 
new facility is the clean room.

It is always particle-free and 
always has the same humidity 
and temperature.

By constantly maintaining 
the same production condi-
tions we have eliminated the 
“Friday afternoon encoder”. ◗
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Magnus Johnson, Marketing 
and Sales Manager at 
Leine & Linde, sheds some light 
on the subject.

”An encoder is a sensor that 
measures and converts rotation 
speed to an electric frequency 
or position. An example where 
the encoder is used for feed-
back of a physical movement is 
in an elevator, where every 
floor has an absolute position. 
In this application the encoder 
is used to ensure the elevator 
stops at exactly the same place 
every time.”

 “They can be wherever it is 
necessary to regulate rotation 

speed or positions in somet-
hing that moves. For the most 
part they are connected to 
some form of motor. There are 
all sorts of applications in both 
industry and around us in the 
everyday world. You can find 
them in packaging machines, 
rolling mills or on the extensi-
ble ladder of a fire engine.”

“That differs depending on 
what the entire application 
looks like. But usually there is 
one on each motor.”

”That depends on the degree 
of complexity and accuracy.

It takes from a few hours to 
several weeks. Most important 
are the results and that it does 
what is expected.

We regard quality control as 
part of the production time.”

“We named the largest 
Dunderklumpen, after a giant 
in a children’s tale. It was 
robust and heavy with a total 
weight of five kilos, for use in 
the steel industry.

The smallest was Model 14, 
weighing 48 grams.”

”There are two that are a little 
offbeat.
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One encoder was ordered by 
Olsson’s chicken and pig farm 
for their pig feeding machine.
Another was used for sorting 
fish. If the fish weighed more 
than five kilos it would go into 
the right-hand tub; if it weig-
hed less it would go into the 
one on the left.”

”An encoder can spin up to 
12,000 rpm.”

You can say that our customer 
segment stretches from small 
companies that order a few 
encoders to large multinational 
concerns that order up to seve-
ral thousand encoders at a 
time,” concludes Magnus. ◗
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